MACBETH – by William Shakespeare Modern English Version
ACT 1

SCENE 1

An open place at or near hell-gate

Thunder and ligtning. Enter three witches.

1 WITCH

When will the three of us meet again? When there is thunder, lightning or rain?
2 WITCH

When all this confusion has passed. When someone has lost the battle and someone has won.

3 WITCH

That will be before the sun sets.

1 WITCH

Where?

2 WITCH

On the hill.

3 WITCH

We will meet Macbeth there.

1 WITCH

I come Greymalkin, my cat.

2 WITCH

I hear you my frog, Paddock.

3 WITCH

I’m coming.

ALL

Good is bad a and bad is good, we glide through the fog and filthy air.

(They disappear.)

SCENE 2

An army camp near forres (Duncan’s castle) in Scotland.

Drums an trumpets are heard off stage, calling men to battle. King Duncan and his sons, Donaldbain and Malcolm enters. With them is Lennox and some servants. They meet a badly wounded Captain.

KING

What wounded man, covered in blood, is that? It is clear from his condition that he comes from the battlefield. He can give us the latest news on how the fight against the rebels is going.

MALCOLM

He is a sergeant. He fought very bravely to prevent our capture. Greetings, brave friend! Tell the King what you know about the state of the battle when you left there.

CAPTAIN

It wasn’t clear who would win. The battle cold be compared to two tired swimmers in deep water, clinging to each other. The merciless Macdonwald – he is the rebel and he deserves the title of rebel because everything that is cruel and unlawful surrounds him –received lightly and heavily armed soldiers from the Western Islands as support. It seemed as if Fortune, the goddess of luck, was on his side and that he would win. But all the rebel’s forces were too weak for brave Macbeth. Macbeth deserves to be called brave. Macbeth ignored Fortune and trusted courage. Waving his sword and sending up sprays of blood, he killed and executed the rebels. He acted as if he was bravery’s favourite child. He slashed his way through the rebels until he faced Macdonwald. Macdonwald never greeted Macbeth or said goodbye to Macbeth when Macbeth cut him open from his naval to his jaws. Macbeth placed Macdonwald’s head on the wall of the castle.

DUNCAN

O, brave cousin. He deserves to be a gentleman!

CAPTAIN

Just as the sun rises in the East and storms come from the East, new trouble came from the East. Macbeth thought he had won when the rebels were running away. The King of Norway saw this as an opportunity to conquer Scotland and send fresh armies with new supplies to fight against the tired army of Macbeth.

DUNCAN

Didn’t captain Banquo and Macbeth lose courage?

CAPTAIN

Yes… like a lion would be afraid of a bird, an eagle or a rabbit. To tell you the truth, they were more like cannons loaded with a double charge. So they fought twice as hard against the enemy. This time they wanted to bath in the blood streaming form the wounds they made – they wanted to create a second Golgotha. I can’t talk anymore, I am weak and my cuts need attention.

DUNCAN

Your words and wounds are worthy of honour. Get him some doctors.

( Captian off, helped)

Who comes here?
MALCOLM

The good Thane of Ross.

LENNOX

He seems very upset. Maybe he brings an upsetting message.

ROSS

God save the king!

DUNCAN

Where do you come from, good thane?

ROSS

From Fife.The Norwegian flag flies their, visible to all our people. Norway assisted by the traitor, the Thane of Cawdor, were attacked by Macbeth. Macbeth acted as if he was going to marry Bellona, the Roman goddess of war. The battle was very equal. They fought man against man but Macbeth won.

DUNCAN

Hurray! Happy news!

ROSS

Sweno, the Norwegian king, now wants peace. We wouldn’t allow him to bury his men until he gave us as gift the Island of Saint Colme and ten thousand dollars to use as we please.
DUNCAN

The Thane of Cawdor will no longer deceive or betray us. I order his death. Give his title, “Thane of Cawdor”, to Macbeth.

ROSS

I’ll see it done.

DUNCAN

What Cawdor has lost, noble Macbeth has won.

(Off)

SCENE 3

An empty hill near Duncan’s castle (Forres) in Scotland.

Thunder. The three Witches enter.

1 WITCH

Where have you been sister?

2 WITCH

Killing pigs.

3 WITCH

Where have you been, sister?

1 WITCH

A sailor’s wife had some chestnuts that she was eating. I asked her to give me one. She chased me away and called me a witch. Her husband is the Captain of the Tiger and has sailed to Aleppo. In some unnatural way I will sail to that ship and once there I will turn myself into a rat.

2 WITCH

I will give you wind.

3 WITCH

And I some more.

1 WITCH

I myself will proved the rest of the wind. I will throw storms at this ship, they will know no peace. They will not be able to sleep. I will keep them at sea for 49 days. Although I may not wreck his ship, I will throw his ship about in storms. Look what I have!

2 WITCH

Show me, show me.

1 WITCH

Look, it is the thumb of a pilot’s corpse. He died from a shipwreck when he was on his way home.

(The sound of a drum.)

3 WITCH

A drum! A drum! Macbeth is coming.

(They dance in a ring, circling faster and faster.)

ALL

The strange sisters, hand in hand.

Fast travellers of sea and land.

So we dance, in a circle

Three times in your direction, three times in my direction.

And three times more to make it nine. 
Silence! The charm is ready.

(They stop suddenly and a mist hides them. Enter Macbeth and Banquo.)

MACBETH

I have never seen a day with such fine weather and terrible weather in one.

BANQUO

How far is it to Forres? What are these things?

(The mist thins).

They look so withered and are strangely dressed. They don’t look like things that live on this earth, but they are on it? Are you alive? Or are you things that we may not question? It seems as if you understand me, each of you has a choppy finger on your lips, silencing me. You should be women but you have beards so I don’t know what you are.

MACBETH

Speak if you can! What are you?

1 WITCH

Greetings Macbeth! Greetings Thane of Glamis!

2 WITCH

Greetings Macbeth! Greetings, Thane of Cawdor!

3 WITCH

We all greet Macbeth, who shall be king soon!
BANQUO

Sir, why do you seem frightened? Why are you afraid of things that sound so wonderful? Tell me the truth – are you only things that we imagine? My dear friend is greeted with a great prediction, he will receive a title and become king. He seems to be affected by these words. You speak nothing to me? If the future were like the seeds of plants – are you able to tell which seeds will grow and which not? If you can predict the future, then tell me my future. I don’t beg for your good will and I am not afraid of you.
1 WITCH

Greetings.

2 WITCH

Greetings.

3 WITCH

Greetings.

1 WITCH

Your are less than Macbeth but also greater.

2 WITCH

You are not as happy but actually much happier.

3 WITCH

You will be the father of kings but you will not be a king.

3 WITCHES

So greetings to Macbeth and Banquo, Banquo and Macbeth! Greetings to you!

(The mist becomes thicker).

MACBETH

Stay here liars, tell me more.By the death of my father Sinel, I know I am the Thane of Glamis, but what about Cawdor? The Thane of Cawdor is still alive, he is a wealthy man; and to become king, I can’t even think that it would be possible. I  won’t become king because it is not possible to become Thane of Cawdor. Say where you come from and where do you get this information? Why are you waiting for us on this hill and give us these prophecies? Speak! I order you!

They disappear

BANQUO

It seems the earth has bubbles like water and these creatures disappeared like bubbles. Where have they gone?

MACBETH

They melted into thin air, what seemed like flesh, melted and disappeared like breathe on the wind. If wish they would have stayed!

BANQUO

Did we just see the things that we are talking about or did we eat some root that makes you act crazy and makes you lose your mind?

MACBETH

Your children will be kings.

BANQUO

You will be king.

MACBETH

And the Thane of Cawdor – didn’t they say that also?

BANQUO

They used the very same words. Who’s there?
Enter Ross and Angus.

ROSS

The king was very happy when he received the news of your success Macbeth. When he heard how you personally fought the rebels he was unsure how to praise you. Then he hears how you fight the Norwegian king and he is more surprised by your bravery. The messengers came like hail falling form heaven and all of them just told the king how great you fought in the battle.

ANGUS

We have been sent by the King to thank you and to bring you to him.

ROSS

He also asked me to call you, Thane of Cawdor. He is giving you the title.

BANQUO

What, can the devil tell the truth?

MACBETH

How can you give me the title of a man that is still alive? It is like dressing me in borrowed clothes.

ANGUS

The Thane won’t live long. He received the death penalty. Its not sure whether he helped Norway or whether he was helping the rebels but it is clear that he was trying to destroy the country. He has confessed to treason and his head will be cut off.

MACBETH

(Aside) Glamis, and Thane of Cawdor: Two predictions are became true. (To Ross and Angus) Thank you for all your troubles. (Aside to Banquo) Are you hoping your children will be kings now that you see the prediction of Thane of Cawdor became true?

BANQUO

This truth might just inspire you to become king also and not just the Thane of Cawdor. But this is strange. Most of the times the instruments of darkness tells us the truth in matters of little importance. This truth is small in comparison with how they will betray us later. This matter might lead us to betray our souls, to commit a greater sin.
(To Ross and Angus, who move towards him)

Cousins, I want to speak with you.

MACBETH

They told me two things that are true. If these two things are true then the imperial theme, me becoming king, must follow.

(Aloud)Thank you gentlemen.

(Aside) These supernatural predictions can’t be bad; and they can’t be good. If bad, why did I become the Thane of Cawdor. How can something bad be the truth? If it is something good, why do I feel so uncomfortable, why did my hair rise and why is my heart beating so unnaturally fast? The real dangers we experience is less horrible than the horrible things we can imagine with our minds. Imagining myself killing the king, shakes me and upsets me so much that I stop thinking about it immediately. 

BANQUO

Look how deep in thought Macbeth is.

MACBETH

(Aside) Maybe I become king by chance and I don’t have to do anything to become king.

BANQUO
He seems to be uncomfortable with the new title he received as if he is wearing somebody else’s clothes that don’t fit him.
MACBETH

(Aside) What must be must be. I leave the issue of becoming king in the hand of the gods.

BANQUO

Macbeth, we are only waiting for you.

MACBETH

I am sorry. I was thinking about matters that I have decided to forget about. I can see you have gone through a lot of trouble as plainly as I can read my daily writings. Let us go to the king.

(Aside to Banquo) 

Think about what has just happened. We will wait for some time to pass and discuss it honestly with each other.

BANQUO

Sure

MACBETH

Till then – we have said enough. Come friends.

They go.

SCENE 4

A room in Duncan’s palace at Forres in Scotland.

Flourish. Enter King Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain, Lennox, and Attendants.

DUNCAN

Has Cawdor been executed? Haven’t those who had to do it returned yet?

MALCOLM

My King, they are not back yet. I did however speak to someone who saw him die. Apparantly Cawdor confessed his crimes, asked for your forgiveness and showed how sorry he was. His last days were more honourable than the whole time he lived. He died like someone who has studied how to die, how to throw away the most valuable thing, your life as if it was nothing.
DUNCAN

It is not an art to see on someone’s face what he is thinking. He was a gentleman and I trusted him completely.

Enter Macbeth, Banquo, Ross and Angus

O, worthy cousin! I owe you so much Macbeth that I will be impossible to reward you fully at this stage.  I wish you deserved less so that I could thank you properly. You deserve more than I can give to you.

MACBETH

The fact that I can serve you and be loyal to you is enough payment for me. You deserve to receive our duties; and it is my duty to serve your throne, the state, your children and your servants. They all do what they can to keep you safe and honour you.

DUNCAN

Welcome. You are like a young tree I have just planted and I will make sure you become full grown. Dear Banquo, you deserve nothing less and you have done just as much as Macbeth. Let me embrace you and hug you.

BANQUO

If  I grow and bear fruit, the fruit belongs to you.

DUNCAN

I am so happy that I can cry. My sons, my relatives, my thanes, and you who are near to me, when I die I declare that Malcolm, my oldest son, must become king. This honour falls on him and everybody that follows him. Let us go to your castle Macbeth and at Inverness I will get to know you better.
MACBETH

I will take the message to my wife myself. She will be happy to hear of your arrival. Good bye.

DUNCAN

Worthy Cawdor.

MACBETH

(Aside) Malcolm the successor! This news is like a step that I can stumble over or else I must jump over it. Stars, switch off. I don’t want your lights to see my black and dark desires. My eye is looking at my hand that can kill but my eye is afraid to see the blood once my hand has killed.

Off
DUNCAN

That is true Banquo, he is full of bravery and all the good things I hear is like a good dinner to me. Let us follow Macbeth who has gone to prepare his home for us. There is no one like Macbeth.

Flourish and off

SCENE 5

A room in Macbeth’s castle at Inverness in Scotland.

Enter Lady Macbeth alone, with a letter

LADY MACBETH

(Reads) ‘They met me after the successful battle; and I know they more than us about the future. When I desperately wanted to ask them more questions, they disappeared into thin air. When I stood in wonder about what just happened, some messengers from the king arrived and called me “Thane of Cawdor”. They used the same title the weird woman said I would have and they also said I would have the title of king one day. I thought you needed to know this (because you are my partner in everything) so that you may celebrate with me. If I become King you will be Queen. Keep this in your heart and good bye.’
You are Glamis and you are Cawdor. You will become what has been promised to you. I am afraid that your kind heartedness will prevent you from taking the quickest road to become king. You will be great, you have ambition, but you don’t have the bad character that goes with this. You will only become that which you can become in God’s way. You will not do anything wrong to gain something. 
